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Guidance for Meadow Creek Solar Farm Objection letter to the Department of 
Transport and Planning 

 

Address: Suggest to both post and email 

development.approvals@transport.vic.gov.au 

 or by posting a copy to  

Attention: Hannah Scott, Department of Planning & Transport 

1 Spring Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000 

Planning application number: PA2403133 

 

Reasons to consider for objection: 

566Ha industrial site equivalent to 280 MCG’s or a 10 metre wide strip of solar panels 
for 566km, on Strategic Agricultural Land, on High Value Terrestrial land and on a 
Special water catchment area for Wangaratta and Oxley’s drinking supply 

Strategic agricultural land  - The proposed site is recognised as Strategic agricultural 
land in the Hume Regional Growth Plan (Map 18). 

The proposed site receives 700-750mm of rainfall annually not 604mm as quoted in the 
MCSF Agricultural Assessment by  RMCG, Daryl Poole, Bendigo.   RMCG have severely 
understated Meadow Creek Solar Farm’s agricultural production by stating Land 
capability graded as Low Class Capability of 3 suitable for marginal grazing and forestry, 
along with understated rainfall (Carboor which is 10km from Meadow Creek Solar Farm 
can receive up to 900mm.) 

Daryl Poole, RMCG has deliberately understated Meadow Creek Solar Farm so it appears 
to the Minister that they are not losing Strategic Agricultural Land in replace of a 
Renewable facility.  But if you view the application you’ll see photos of the farm taken in 
December 2022 and all of the property is covered in long green grass…. Discredit report 
 
 The area is renowned for reliable seasons that although there is plentiful access to 
irrigation water in this district, the requirement for irrigation is very low due to the secure 
seasons. 

Projected outflow for 2065 from the Ovens catchment is almost halving due to 
climate change according to Ovens Murray Coast Climate Projections (DELWP 
2019) 
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We are continually advised that Climate change will bring hotter and dryer conditions. 
Wouldn’t we preserve our high rainfall agricultural land for food production, and utilise 
arid, low rainfall, low plant growth areas for solar facilities? 

Particularly with the uncertainty of irrigation districts water security.  Between the water 
buybacks and the DELWP forecasts, the future of reliable irrigation needs to be 
considered.  

Will the location of irrigation districts change over time, and become much closer to the 
water source to reduce system losses and be more efficient with reduced water 
availability?  

Wang Planning Scheme strategy: 14.01-1S Protection of agricultural land - " To 
protect the state’s agricultural base by preserving productive farmland".  The HRGP 
(Hume-Regional-Growth-Plan-May-2014.pdf) focuses on regional growth plans to 
provide a long-term view of the region to 2041 and beyond, allowing for some short-
term actions, and providing long-term strategic land use direction.   

The Hume Strategy includes goals focused on (pg1):  
• natural resources protected and enhanced for current and future generations  
 • healthy, vibrant and resilient communities (in our region, if Meadow Creek Solar 
Farm goes ahead there are 6 and more families considering selling their properties.  It 
will destroy our community.  Renewable companies have no Social Licence to Operate in 
our region). 
 

High agricultural versatility class 2 

The King Valley has very high to high versatility because of its ability to grow such a 
diverse range of agricultural products which makes it highly valuable, from cherries, 
berries, chestnuts, hops, vineyards, beef, and dairy. 
The Wangaratta Planning Scheme references this significant point in Section 11.01-1R 
Settlement -Hume. 
 

 Australia has 96% non-arable land mass 

To effectively use the farm for sheep production is not achievable, given the typically 
wet winters which causes sheep many health issues, and this is why there are no sheep 
farms in the local area. 

To add to this the Livestock Production Assurance (LPA) has standards whereas 
grazing cattle and sheep cannot have access to solar panels, or leaking electrical 
transformers for food safety purposes due to the potential contamination from PCB’s, 
which could potentially threaten Australia’s red meat industry  

https://www.integritysystems.com.au/livestock-production-
assurance/accreditation/tegrity Systems 
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The proposed site is a declared Special Water Catchment Supply Area for Oxley 
and Wangaratta’s drinking supply 

Why would anyone, let alone our government, consider constructing a 566Ha industrial 
site in a Declared special water catchment area? 

There has been no mention of the Declared Special Water Catchment Supply Area for 
Oxley and Wangaratta’s drinking supply in any of the assessments produced by MCSF. 

Can only assume this is intentionally left out as the RCoW planning scheme states the 
following; 

02.03-4 Natural resource management  

Water   

Significant parts of the municipality are in a Declared Special Water Supply Catchment 
Area as indicated on the Strategic framework plan at Clause 02.04.  

Council seeks to protect the viability of waterways and water catchments by:  

 Protecting the water quality of waterways and water storages, particularly when 
used for human consumption.  

 Avoiding industrial uses in Declared Special Water Supply Catchment Areas.  

14.02-1S Catchment Planning and management strategy "Ensure the continued 
availability of clean, high-quality drinking water by protecting water catchments and 
water supply facilities." 

14.02-2S Water quality objective "To protect water quality".  Again this does not align 
with an energy hub in the King Valley with the King River used for human consumption.   
Wangaratta Planning Scheme "Discourages incompatible land use activities in areas 
subject to flooding..... where the land cannot be sustainably managed to ensure 
minimum impact on downstream water quality and flow volumes." 

Which individual is held responsible if the site burns (a very possible scenario over a 
minimum 35 years lifespan) and all of the waste from the 566Ha industrial site is 
washed into Sheep Station Creek, Hurdle Creek, King River then the Ovens River? 

 

Heat Island effect is a 3-4 degree celius increase in temperature throughout the site 

This will have a negative effect on the Very High Conservation Value Roadside 
(recognised endangered flora and/or fauna habitat) on the immediate boundary and the 
two unused roads that are within the property.  

High Value Terrestrial land- overlay and a habitat for endangered species Sloane’s 
Froglet, (referred to the EPBC), the Gang Gang Cockatoo and Swift Parrot  
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Aesthetics of the region/ landscape values of significance the King Valley has 
developed its tourism popularity because of its high agricultural versatility, majestic 
landscape with the beautiful back drop of the mountainous alpine region.  

Biosecurity- A large portion of the work force will not be local, and we have photo 
evidence of MCSF contractors entering a neighbouring property covered in dry mud in a 
hire vehicle from NSW.  This does not comply with Biosecurity standards, and if the 
solar facility is approved this district will be under constant threat from hundreds of 
workers entering the area on a daily basis, that could be flying in from any part of the 
world. 

No social licence to operate in our district, and our entire community is really angered 
and frustrated by the process. 

We were stripped of the appeal right to a 3rd party judge at VCAT by the Allan State 
Government and feel that our community is going to be forced into having this industrial 
facility in a completely inappropriate location. 

Mental health issues within the community due to the proposed development have 
affected large numbers of neighbours.   (Reference your own or loved one’s experience) 
To the extent where numerous families are either trying to sell or considering selling 
their property where they thought they’d retire. 

As a consequence of people wanting to leave the district because of one of the largest 
industrial sites in Victoria, real estate values will drop despite reassurance by 
authorities/ State Government that ‘they haven’t seen evidence of this’. 

 

Liability Insurance for neighbours of this $800 million construction project is another 
issue swept under the carpet by our government. 

If a neighbouring farm ignites a fire through fodder combustion, machinery failure etc, 
and it burns into the proposed site the neighbour would be negligent and therefore 
liable for the cost of replacement, clean up and loss of income. 

Assume the insurance cover is the standard $20 million, it is unlikely to cover the 
damage caused to an $800 million dollar facility, and therefore the liable neighbour 
could lose their Assets to help cover the balance owing. 

This will discourage and potentially halt production from neighbouring farms. 

Bush Fire Prone zone   

Not only is it neighbouring property insurance that is a concern, so is the ability for solar 
farms to insure themselves.  A 566Ha industrial site with an enormous number of 
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electrical components and wiring within 2.5km of the Carboor State Forest, (an area 
which can receive severe wind and hail storms) and is in a Bush Fire prone zone. 

If in time with weather events becoming more severe (predicted), is a solar and BESS 
facility of this magnitude going to be uninsurable as discussed in Forbes and Renew 
Economy articles. https://reneweconomy.com.au/australian-solar-projects-face-
insurance-crisis-as-climate-impacts-take-hold/ 

What then happens if the site burns?  Does the facility owner bankrupt the $2 company 
and walk away? 

In 2019 a Californian Solar farm caught fire and it burnt 1127 acres of solar panels. 

It is well known locally about the reported (and unreported) fires starting at Winton solar 
farm (most recent FIRS 895639), and the increased fire risk that an industrial energy 
facility presents. 

A major hurdle that the Meadow Creek Solar Farm and BESS will face if approved is that 
the neighbouring fire brigade of Bobinawarrah (and other local brigades) will not enter 
the site to put fires out due to the unknown risks posed to the local brigade members 
when faced with an industrial fire in an energy facility, and further to that the brigade 
members, like everyone else in the community, believe it is an entirely inappropriate 
location for large scale solar, and are extremely annoyed with how our community has 
been mistreated. 

 The Solar farm operator will need to wait for the FRV to attend, but the FRV cannot 
travel off road 

BESS thermal runaway events can occur at any time without warning.  There is a 
proposed 250mw 1000mwh battery on this declared special water catchment site. 
Specifications on 40-foot container with a 5MW battery show they weigh between 
43,000kg and 52,000kg.   This will mean that there is an approximate 2.5 million kg of 
Lithium-Ion battery material on this site in our catchment. 

The applicant has not listened to locals spelling out to them that in a moderate and 
major flood event there is NO access to the site, as all roads leading to the proposed 
site are cut off by flood water. 

It could catch fire in a flood event, fire authorities would have no access, and the toxic 
waste would flow into our water system. 

Why risk this?  

 

DELWP guideline- Ready access to Main roads 
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MCSF Town Planning Report document (page 8),  2.2 Immediate Surrounds has stated 
the Docker-Carboor Rd  ‘a declared highway providing a single lane of traffic in each 
direction’ 

The traffic impact will threaten the safety of both local residents and MCSF workers 
especially during peak construction periods.  During peak periods it is estimated that 
there’ll be 100 truck movements and 180 bus and passenger vehicle movements per 
day.   From the south end of the Oxley reserve to the solar facility entrance and back to 
the Wangaratta-Whitfield Road is a narrow gravel road that will very quickly turn into 
powdery dust with the traffic volumes far smaller than above estimates.  The proposed 
roads are already dangerous and an increase to this extent will largely increase the risk 
to road users, due to dust levels that will create very low visibility (particularly in the 
summer and autumn).  The roads have a steep camber making it very difficult for trucks 
to pass safely and at times will be closed due to flooding with no notice leaving no 
access to the site. 

The section of road that crosses the King River flood plain known as the Docker bridges 
has two blind corners (not mentioned in the TIA) which is narrow and extremely 
dangerous if a vehicle is approaching from the opposite direction. 

There are local livestock movements on these roads weekly.  

With the combination of dust, large traffic volumes, drivers that are foreign to the area 
and livestock (that don’t understand road rules or etiquette) movements, there will 
undoubtedly be accidents and hostile incidents created if the development goes ahead. 

Tourism 

The King Valley wine region currently attracts 590,000 visitors annually, generating 
$268M in economic output and accounts for 1,267 jobs across the King Valley and 
broader Hume region 

The King Valley is the single largest GI growing Prosecco in Australia, with King Valley 
Prosecco accounting for 45% of all Prosecco Sales in this country  

Based on the Activating the “King Valley Prosecco Road Masterplan” (McKinna 2018) 
these above numbers are expected double within the next 10 years 

The 590,000 visitors are attracted to the region because it’s extremely aesthetically 
pleasing natural landscape, not because of large scale energy facilities 

Goldrush Ballooning, Paul Gibb states “I can’t sell tickets for balloon flights between 
Glenrowan and Benalla. My clients love the natural and aesthetically beautiful 
landscape of the King Valley.” 
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Community Engagement – lack of your experience with community engagement and 
how they have made you feel? 

Have they listened to your concerns?  Have they provided answers?  Have they 
responded?  Or are they wishing to steamroll you and your way of life? 

 

First Nations People 

The proposed site has areas of Aboriginal Cultural heritage along Sheep Station Creek. 

This area was home to Yorta Yorta and Tuanarung First Nations People. 

Bobinawarrah is home to the Indigenous Dreamtime Story – Bobinawarra the inland 
Pelican. 

Bobinawarrah Pelican - Meadow Creek Solar Factory - Indigenous Dreamtime Story 
(youtube.com) 

 

Objection – Summarise your main points then expand. 

 

Responsible Renewables in Appropriate Locations, MCSF is not a suitable location due 
to Declared Special Water Catchment for Human Consumption, State Significant Prime 
Agricultural Land, Tourism, Roads and Infrastructure and all of the above 

 

Do your best and every objection COUNTS. 

 

CHIN Up and KEEP Fighting 


