
 

  

 
 
 

10 June 2025 
 
 
 
Premier Jacinta Allan 
PO Box 399 
BENDIGO VIC 3552 
 
 
 
By email:   jacinta.allan@parliament.vic.gov.au 
 
By CC email: Jaclyn Symes - Jaclyn.Symes@parliament.vic.gov.au 
   Sonya Kilkenny - sonya.kilkenny@parliament.vic.gov.au 
   Lily D’Ambrosio - lily.dambrosio@parliament.vic.gov.au 
 
Dear Premier, 
 
Re: Proposed Meadow Creek Solar Factory Application 
 
I write to you to express my extreme concern over the impact the proposed Meadow 
Creek Solar Factory application is having on the local community of the King Valley 
and the Rural City of Wangaratta. 
 
The Council considered and rejected this application on strong planning grounds and 
made this clear in our submission to the application process in October 2024 – 
grounds included the impact on a significant water catchment, the loss of prime 
agricultural land, the environmental impacts on fauna and flora, the unsuitability of 
unsealed local roads, as well as considerable negative social impacts on the local 
community. 
 
The community has now been subjected to almost three years of uncertainty and 
emotional anguish which only heightened at a meeting in Bobinawarrah last Thursday 
5 June. 
 
In the guise of community consultation, the meeting attendees were both insulted and 
patronised by the application presenters (Urbis) with information that was 
inappropriately researched, incorrect, fabricated in parts and of course did not address 
the concerns of the audience – it was simply a “box-ticking exercise” labelled as 
consultation. 
 
It was painful to watch farming families many of whom have successfully farmed land 
for over 100 years being told that their land was only “marginal” or that sheep could 
graze in high rainfall pastures, agriculture did not matter – never mind the cutesy 
comments about this project being “good for the local community” despite more than 
420 submissions to the contrary and of course the Rural City of Wangaratta rejection 
on strong planning grounds. 



 

The RCOW has invited the planning minister to visit the site (and we would invite you 
also) to see firsthand what is at stake should this industrial facility go ahead. 
 
The Victorian Government has invested millions of dollars in the King Valley to support 
agriculture, viticulture and of course tourism and to allow an industrial development of 
more than 550 hectares to go ahead would damage this beautiful part of the state 
forever. 
 
We also note the work undertaken on Governments behalf by VicGrid does NOT 
identify this area, or region as being suitable for any of the proposed Renewable 
Energy Zones (REZ’s), for future renewables projects.  We assume that had this 
application been muted, or made after the finalisation of this important State led work, 
that the application would have been discouraged, and had a harder road in front of it 
to be approved?  We argue that given this work is well advanced it should be given 
serious weight in the current determination process by Government. 
 
Please consider the King Valley as a significant water catchment, land that produces 
food, land with strong environmental values and an important part of the social and 
economic fabric of Victoria. This is not a plea of “not in my backyard” but rather a 
statement about a special part of this country. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Irene Grant 
Mayor – Rural City of Wangaratta 


