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“High risk” impact to Ovens River: GMW objects
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“The required setback of 100m
for the proposed composting toilets
to the waterways has not been indi-
cated,” the letter read.

During the operational phase of the
development proponents indicated
that no permanent toilets would re-
main onsite post-construction.

However, GMW rebutted this as-
sumption as maintenance workers
would be onsite for a certain num-
ber of days/weeks each year to un-
dertake work.

GMW also had an issue with the
plan not clearly showing a 30m wa-
terway setback from all waterways.

But while GMW was unable to
make an assessment on the informa-
tion provided at this stage, it’s believed

that a permit could be granted with
conditions attached that must meet
the requirements of authorities.

“We have heard that under this
system that if proponents continue
to attempt to satisfy the require-
ments of GMW can withdrawal their
objection at a later stage if they’re
satisfied,” Mr Minifie said.

He said the North East Catchment
Management Authority had earlier
requested more information they
were advised that no correspond-
ence had been received addressing
their requests.

“This included an updated hydrolo-
gy flood risk assessment which is Aus-
tralian rainfall runoff modelling which
was updated in August 2024,” he said.

“Importantly, what’s going to hap-

pen in the event of a flood, fire or
other emergency when access is re-
quired but the site is inaccessible in
the event of flooding?

“Major flooding has historically
occurred across all the roads and we
get stuck in here for a day or two.”

Mr Minifie said attendees at the
last week’s forum raised this con-
cern with proponents but they flatly
refused that this was the case de-
spite lived experience of the floods.

In a statement to the Wangaratta
Chronicle on Tuesday, GMW gen-
eral manager strategy and services
planning, Steven Abbott, said GMW
reviews applications from councils,
responsible authorities, consultants
and landowners in relation to land
use and development proposals.

“GMW requires that development
proposals do not impact detrimen-
tally on GMW’s infrastructure and
the flow and quality of surface water
and groundwater,” he said.

Ovens Valley MP Tim McCurdy
said it is pleasing to see the con-
cerns of the community being ac-
knowledged and confirmed by such
an important body.

“The proponents have continu-
ally made a mockery of the plan-
ning process and transparency, and
I believe these are clear grounds to
refuse this bad application,” Mr Mc-
Curdy said.

“My concerns are that the Vic-
torian government will still try to
manipulate the GMW findings to
ensure that the Meadow Creek pro-

posal gets the tick of approval.

“The community only had until 10
June to have their submissions in.

“The Victorian government surely
cannot be afforded extra time to ‘tidy
up’ any reports submitted to them.

“A closing date should mean clos-
ing for all.”

Submissions to the MCSF appli-
cation closed on Tuesday, 10 June,
and then it will head to the Victorian
Minister for Planning for a decision.

A formal decision on the applica-
tion could take three to six months,
according to Australian Energy In-
frastructure Commissioner (AEIC)
Tony Maher.

The proponents were contacted
for comment, but they did not re-
spond in time for publication.
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SEASONED CAMPAIGNER: Wangaratta local Kat Megens was donating for her 45th time at Lifeblood
Wangaratta Donor Centre on Thursday. As a midwife she sees firsthand the need for blood donations. Kat
has been donating since she was 18 years old and her whole family takes part in the life saving tradition.
PHOTO: Steve Kelly

Urgent call for blood
donors as supplies
reach critical levels

By JORDAN DUURSMA

LIFEBLOOD is appealing for an
extra 9500 donations of O positive
and O negative blood across the
country, with the largest number
needed in Victoria as supplies
drop to their lowest point since
2023.

Over 3500 donations are re-
quired in Victoria - or 500 a day
- to continue to meet patient de-
mand.

Lifeblood executive director
of strategy and growth, Stuart
Chesneau, said they are currently
seeing the highest rates of people
rescheduling or cancelling their
appointments since June last
year.

“Around 9000 appointments
are cancelled, rescheduled or not
attended each week in Victoria at
the moment,” he said.

“But the need for blood does
not stop.

“We need people of all blood
types to donate every day, espe-
cially O type.

“If you've never donated before
and don’t know your blood type,
coming in to donate is a great
way to find out, and you get the
chance to save a life.”

A blood donation appointment
takes about an hour, with the do-
nation itself only lasting up to 10
minutes.

“An hour of your time might
give someone the rest of their
life,” Mr Chesneau said.

“Plus, youll give Lifeblood’s
blood supplies a much-needed
boost as we head into the winter
months.”

Each day Lifeblood issues close
to 10,000 blood products and
medications to hospitals around
the country to meet patient de-
mand, including more than 2500
for Victoria.

Wangaratta local Kat Megens is

part of the team of blood donors
who give from the heart to those
who need it.

Kat said as a midwife she sees
firsthand the need for blood do-
nations.

“I have been donating since I
was 18 years old and my whole
family takes part in the life saving
tradition,” she said.

Lifeblood spokesperson Shae
Burns said thank you to the lo-
cal people who have responded
to the appeal so far and booked
an appointment to donate at Life-
blood’s Wangaratta Donor Centre.

“There are still appointments
available now and in the coming
weeks,” she said.

“If you are feeling well, are
aged between 18 and 75 and can
spare an hour of your time to do-
nate, please call 13 14 95 or book
on the Lifeblood website.

“Every donation can save up to
three lives.”

EasyPark
reps to
answer
questions

By STEVE KELLY

EASYPARK
representatives will
be available at the
community kiosk on Reid
Street and can help with
downloading and using
the EasyPark app, every
Thursday and Friday in
June from 10am to 2pm.

Council reminds
motorists that the city
has transitioned to app-
only paid parking in the
Wangaratta CBD.

For more information
visit www.wangaratta.vic.
gov.au/Services/Parking.

Library book
sale on
Saturday

THE Friends of
Wangaratta Library are
holding a book sale on
Saturday, 14 June from
9.30am to 12 noon at
Wangaratta Library.

There will be a large
range of second-hand
adult fiction, non-fiction
and children’s books
to choose from and all
money raised will assist
the library in providing
programming and
events.

Dance the
afternoon
away at
Springhurst

By SIMONE KERWIN

SPRINGHURST Old
Time Dance will be held
on Sunday, 15 June at
Springhurst Hall.

The dance will run
from 1.30pm to 5pm,
with entry $12 per
person, and those
attending asked to bring
a plate of afternoon tea
to share.

Music will be provided
by Spring Rhythm.

For more information,
phone 5726 5241.
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MILAWA. LEADING THE WAY

MilawalPrimary School students (from léft)
IMara'Smith, Ashley Goyne, Harrison Keam,
Taylah Papworth, Ava Mullane and Bella
James, with teacher Ash Campbell, are
delighted to have won a state Indigenous
award. Story page 3° PHOTO: Simone Kerwin
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“High risk” impac
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§ GMW objects, says energy facility plans don’t address wastewater management concerns

GOULBURN Murray Water BY STEVE include: “The proposal is undertake a full assessment.”  wasn't satisfactory,” Mr phases of development.
(GMW) has objected to the a = KELLY not in accordance with David Minifie, a Minifie said. The positioning of
330MW Meadow Creek skelly@ the guidance of the EPA member of Meadow Creek “The objection and temporary toilets was also a

Solar Farm on the basis that
applicants have not addressed
concerns around surface
water and groundwater
quality, use and disposal.
The objection will give
some hope to the hundreds
of people against the
renewable energy project,
however, it’s believed that
extra conditions could be

nemedia.com.au

imposed by the Department
of Transport and Planning to
make proponents comply to
planning guidelines.
Wangaratta Chronicle has
sighted a letter from GMW to
the department, detailing the
reasons supporting their view.
GMW'’s concerns

Guidelines for Onsite
Wastewater Management”.
“The proposal poses a
high risk of offsite impacts,
and poses a high risk to
the water quality of Ovens
Rivers Special Water Supply
Catchment,” the submission
read.
“Insufficient information
has been provided to

Agricultural Community
Action Group, said it is
encouraging that GMW
is standing up to the
proponents and persisting.
“They’ve put in two letters
requesting information, one
after the original application
and the second after the
proponents responded with
a minimalist response that

notation of the high risk to
offsite impacts to the water
quality of the Ovens River
was encouraging as this is a
fairly blanket response.”
GMW requested further
information on how the
proponents would manage
the removal of wastewater
from amenities during the
construction and operational

concern despite proponents
indicating they would be
located 100 metres away
from any waterways.

GMW reported that no
information was provided
in relation to the number
of toilets for the anticipated
350 workers at the peak of
construction.

B Continued page 2

J Sanderson

& ASSOCIATES PTY LTD
PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

crale

Minimise Your Tax
Maximise Your Wealth
Build Your Business

» On The Spot Tax Refunds

» Individual Tax Returns » Rental Property Specialists

» Tax Returns Online » Self Managed Super Funds
www.rjsanderson.com.au

Wangaratta Ph: (03) 5721 7002 | Albury Ph: (02) 6023 5524 | Myrtieford Ph: (03) 5752 2666 | Corowa Ph: (02) 6033 2233 | Rutherglen Ph: (02) 6032 7522

» Companies & Trusts




