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Opponents of what is set to become one of Australia’s largest solar farms say they

“smell a rat” after the local water agency initially warned the project posed a “high
risk”, before issuing a redaction of its objection.

In a four-page submission to the Victorian Department of Transport and Planning in

May, Goulburn-Murray Water said the proposal for the $750m, 566ha, 332 megawatt

Meadow Creek Solar Farm at Bobinawarrah in northeast Victoria posed a “high risk

of offsite impacts, and poses a high risk to the water quality of the Ovens River
(Wangaratta) special water supply catchment.”

The solar farm site is approximately 1.3km from the King River, on a flood plain, with
several King River tributaries running through it.

The townships of Oxley and Wangaratta, which depend upon the river for their
water supplies, are approximately S8km and 20km downstream respectively, with the
King ultimately flowing into the Ovens River and then the Murray.

In late August, long after submissions to Victorian Planning Minister Sonya Kilkenny’s

consideration of the planning application had closed, GMW withdrew its objection,




claiming the provision of additional information by the project’s proponent had
allayed its concerns.

However, GMW did highlight the potential for trace amounts of lead run-off from
solder used to construct the project’s almost 593,000 solar panels to enter the water
catchment.

“The information provided outlines that the solar panels have trace amounts of lead
in the solder of the panel modules,” the August letter stated. “It is further noted that
there is also potential for chemical leaching of heavy metals from the panels.

“Consideration should therefore be given to the proposed number and concentration
of the panels on the site and the potential cumulative risks associated with their
ongoing operation.”

Ms Kilkenny last month issued a permit for the solar farm, including a

recommendation from GMW that the proponents use non-lead solar panels, but
failing to make it a requirement.

Victorian opposition water spokesman and local MP Tim McCurdy said GMW’s
conduct appeared “really odd”.

“When submissions closed, it seems like they didn’t close for everybody,” he said.
“What we want to know is how is it that GMW and the proponent get two bites of
the cherry, and opportunity to change their report. We want to know who was
leaned on.

“We honestly felt this was the big-ticket item that was going to stop this project going
ahead, because water security in a special water catchment should be the highest
priority, and all of a sudden, it’s just got the tick and flick.

“I'll tell you what, if other submissions, particularly those opposing Meadow Creek,
missed the deadline, it’d be ‘too late, bad luck’”



Meadow Creek Agricultural Community Action Group spokeswoman and solar farm
neighbour Jess Conroy said locals “smell a rat”.

“For us to get one meeting with GMW was like drawing blood from a stone, but the
proponents had numerous meetings with them, and even when the deadline finished
for us to submit our objections, the proponents were still having ongoing meetings,”
Ms Conroy said.

“The process is ridiculously skewed in favour of the proponent.”

A GMW spokesman said the agency had initially objected “on the basis of the
proponent not providing sufficient information for GMW to undertake a full
assessment of the proposal’.

“Once GMW received adequate information to fully assess the proposal it did not
object to it subject to certain conditions being met,” the spokesman said.

“The conditions included showing that the placement of the solar panels and battery
storage would not pose a risk to surface water or groundwater.”
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